
White v Jones 
 
White v Jones [1995] UKHL 5 is a leading English tort law case concerningprofessional 
negligence and the conditions under which a person will be taken to have assumed responsibility for 
the welfare of another. 
 
Facts 
Two daughters of 78 year old Mr White sued Mr Jones for failing to follow their father's 
instructions when drawing up his will. Mr White and his daughters had fallen out briefly and he 
asked the solicitor to cut them out of the will. Before he died they resolved their problems. He asked 
Mr Jones to change the will again so that £9000 would be given to his daughters. After he died, 
with the will still the same, the family would not agree to have the settlement changed. The question 
was whether Mr Jones could be sued instead. 
 
Judgment 
Lord Goff held with a majority of three to two in the House of Lords that the daughters would be 
able to claim. Influenced by the idea that solicitors may escape the consequences of not doing their 
job properly, he said that a special relationship existed between the daughters and the solicitor and 
that Mr Jones had assumed responsibility towards them. This was so even though there was no 
contract or fiduciary relationship between them. 
 

http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKHL/1995/5.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_tort_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_negligence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_negligence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Goff,_Baron_Goff_of_Chieveley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judicial_Committee_of_the_House_of_Lords
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiduciary

